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MOTTO 
 
 
Those who, when disaster strikes them, say, “We belong to Allah and to Him we 
will return”. Those are the people who will have blessings and mercy from their 
Lord; they are the ones who are guided.   
 
~ Quran Chapter 2, Verse 155-157 
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ABSTRACT 
 
 
Iszana Widyaswara. C1313009. 2017. Travis’s Critique of Socio-
political Condition in 1970s America represented in Taxi Driver (1976). 
Thesis. English Department. Faculty of Cultural Sciences, Sebelas Maret 
University. 
 
This study purposes to discover how the critique of socio-political condition 
in 1970s America is represented in a movie entitled Taxi Driver through Travis 
Bickle character. It focuses on the analysis of the actual events in the 1970s 
decade which is portrayed within the movie. This study belongs to descriptive 
qualitative research. It is conducted under the framework of American Studies 
limited to history and politics as its branches of subject field. The source of data is 
Taxi Driver movie produced in 1976. The primary data are taken from the 
dialogues, scenes, and the mise-en-scene presented in the movie. The analysis 
indicates that the 1970s America was a decade full with complex socio-political 
issues, as the American society was in upheaval condition. The New York City as 
the setting of place of this movie presents how the metropolitan had an awful 
history during the decade, especially when President Ford rejected to cover for its 
bankruptcy. The socio-political condition is observed through the viewpoint of 
Travis Bickle as the main character. 
The movie displays the representation of the real events with the film, such 
as the bad economic condition, the high number of prostitution, the presidential 
election, and the presidential assassination. All those events are connected with 
the actual events happened in the 1970s.  
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